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White Bear Lake Conservation District
takes first glimpse into lake use study
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MANNGMG EDITOR

The White Bear Conservation District
MWBLCD) board took 15 first planeosat
a draft of the 2004 1ake use study, The
board will now provide feedback and
receive the final report. Eventually,

a commumnity presentation will he
scheduiled to g0 over the study's indings.

“I thinlk it is somewhat
groundbreaking, considering there
hoan't been o lokec nsc study done in the
metro ared inat least 10 vears,” said
Steve MeComas of Bhue Water Science,
whowas hired to do the stody.

The study was approved in March 2024
and the Iake nae study group began work
an the homeowmers’ and Talke users'
sirveys, MeComas condocted the first
boat et 2nrvey in late May 20234,

The sty dives Into water quality, lake
Fevels, boal inventory and lake boating
demsity, and includes survey data from
boaters and lake nsers,

MeComas noted that the lake hasa't
changad much over the last 160 years
whet it comes toits shaps.

When it conres to water quality, the
clarity has generally baan increasing
over the last 70 vears, but has dipped a bit
in‘the last few years, lilkely due to zebra
mussels,. “The elarity is sl good, but not
as poad as it was,” * McComas noted:

On a positive note, both phosphoris
and chlorophyll levels have decieassd.
“That's what wa like to see.” he said.

Chilorde lewels in the Ialke, on the other
hand, have inumasnri. primarily due to
road salt “That's pretty typical for most
lakes in the metro ares and 3 lot of lakes
in Minnesots,"” MeComas explaimed.

When iteammes to lake level, there

werFoon both ups and downs, “The
uctuation has been somewheat cyvelical,™
MeComas said, noting that pI‘Bl;].pltaJ:l.Dﬂ
and temperatures have played a big

_faetor it lake levels,

_. ﬂmﬂmmbq&tmaisa
the number of

m‘ndaisf;diwraﬁufsﬂ 0. With
auimtsﬂ g3l craftsadock.

and - Lalke msers find the lake crowded at
tﬂﬂéﬂi&l’lm (74%) and 2024 (51%),

Harbicides have been nzed in the lake
dating back tothe '50s. Generally, when
laloe levels have gone up, trestment hag
decreased, MeCamas drew attertion o
1988, when Eurasian watermilfoll was
discoverad in the lake.

The lake has seen a huge increase in
peraonal watercraft ke kayalks and
paddleboards The lake has also seen an
increase in pontoons. The number of rear
tiller hoats and sailboats has decreased.
From 1999 to 3024, there has heen an
Inorcane of 31% in the number of boate on
the lake,

“Kayvaks have really hit their stride,”
MiComas said, noting the one thing
that surprised him in the study was
the dramatic increase in layalks and
paddleboards. “The trend on a 1ot of lakes
hias been that you getmore passive use
aesthetice are important,” he explaimed.
“Om White Bear Lake, there has been a
big increase in recreational nse.”

Az a part of the stany, Blue Water
Seiencs received over 100 responses
frome 1ake residents. The survevs
revealed that the primary activity that
lake nsers enjov is pleasure boating,
crulsing sround the lake on a pontoon
and Kayaking,.

The perception of the lake | that
it can be crowded. In 2025, 74% of
gurvey respondents said they foit il
was croweded, compared o 81% of
respondents in 2084, MoComas said the
main problems are caused by Jet Skis
and wake boats

MeComas thanlead Vieo Chair
Meredith Walburg and Director
Mark Wisniewska for all thedr work
in reviewing the draft before it was
presented tothe board. "Without (thair)
help, the report would have beet a lot
worse, They did a heck of & job to make a
lotaf this stulf more nnderstandable.”

. Onee the study report is finalized, the
WELCD wnll invite the public to a fuill
presentation at 8 future board meeting,
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venars. Bost density in 2024 is crowded
iless than 20 acres/ hoat using MnDNE

priteria) in the afternoon on peak days.




