
WBLCD 
White Bear Lake Conservation District 

Regular Board Meeting -Minutes 
July 15, 2025, 7:00 p.m., 

White Bear Lake City Hall Council Chambers 
(6 pm., LUC meeting) 

1. Roll Call/Quorum - Present: Vice Chair Meredith Walburg, Secretary-Treasurer Mike Parenteau, Mark
Ganz, Chris Churchill, Mark Wisniewski, Susie Mahoney, and Shari Salzman-Hankins. Absent: Bryan
Desmet and Diane Longville. One director position for White Bear Lake is vacant. A quorum was
present.

2. Call to Order - Meredith Walburg called the meeting to order at 7:02 pm.

3. Approval of Agenda - A motion to approve the agenda was made by Mike Parenteau, seconded and
passed.

4. Approval of previous Board Meeting minutes - A motion to approve the June 17 Board meeting
minutes was made by Mike Parenteau, seconded and passed.

5. Public Comments
• Jim and Debbie Harrod, 483 Lake Ave., Birchwood - Cheri Howe read a letter to the Board from

the Harrods, who were out of town, countering statements made during the public comment time
at the June Board meeting regarding a dock placement issue with 479 Lake Ave.

• Justin McCarthy, 515 Lake Ave., Birchwood - McCarthy commented that the demand by 479
Lake Ave. to have 483 Lake Ave. move their dock would create safety issues and have
consequences for the Birchwood lakeshore residents and community who would need to move
their docks, and McKay Beach dock, as well.

• Matt Duffy, 505 Lake Ave., Birchwood - Duffy stated that 483 Lake Ave. did not acquire 10 feet
of McKay Beach property. Referencing surveys from the City of Birchwood (2012) and 479 Lake
Ave. (2024), Duffy explained that no additional property changed hands, and reiterated
comments made by McCarthy that other residents would need to shift their docks as well. He
noted that residents, as well as 483 Lake Ave. and McKay Beach, have had their docks in the
same place for many years. Duffy asked that, due to the impact on the community, and the
conflict of interest involving a District Board member and their history of conflict with their
neighbor, 479 Lake Ave.'s request be denied.

• Larry Mahoney, 479 Lake Ave., Birchwood - Mahoney stated that they thought 483 Lake Ave
owned 10 ft more property than what was owned in 2017 which precipitated their complaint.
Mahoney read from a 2017 order regarding dock placement at 479 and 483 Lake Ave. Mahoney
asked to renegotiate the order so that their speedboat could be placed on the other side of the
dock near 483 Lake Ave.

• Susie Mahoney, 479 Lake Ave., Birchwood - Mahoney stated that a letter was sent to the
District's attorney asking to renegotiate the 2017 order but has not heard back from them.

6. Public Hearing
• Proposed Ordinance 5, Part IV update (Second Reading) - Meredith Walburg explained that the

purpose of the update is to make the language of the ordinance consistent with the District's
practices, forms and permits, and no Board procedures have been changed. The biggest
changes include, replacing the word 'license' with 'permit,' and 'secretary' with 'administrator,'
and asks for liability insurance for all public dock areas. After opening the public hearing, and
receiving no comments, the hearing was closed.

A motion to approve the changes to Ordinance 5, Part IV was made by Mark Ganz, seconded
and passed.
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Meeting Closed: Meredith Walburg closed the meeting at 7:57 pm. (NOTE: Due to technical issues with 
cable casting, the video did not resume after the meeting was re-opened.) 

Meeting Opened: Meredith Walburg opened the meeting at 8:21 pm. Kantrud summarized the meeting 
by saying that the Board agreed to having members Wisniewski, Ganz and Desmet advise on a final 
draft of its letter in support of the LUC's response to the complaint the District received. A motion to 
approve the correspondence, that will go out on attorney's letterhead, was unanimous. One Board 
member was excluded from the discussion and vote due to conflict. 

12. Announcements - Cheri Howe noted that the White Bear Lake Fireworks Committee sent a letter
thanking the District for its contribution to the Fireworks Fund. The next Board meeting will be held on
Aug. 19.

13. Adjournment - A motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:29 pm was made by Chris Churchill, seconded and
passed.

ATTEST: 

Date 
eSmet, Chairperson, WBLCD 

�� � Date J"/)9 /20'"2 S
Cheri Howe, Administrator, WBLCD 
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