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Slimynew
invasive
threatens
state lakes

Starry stonewort, found in
two lakes, chokes out even
Burasian miifoil.

By JOSEPHINE MARCOTTY
Star Tribune staff writer

Minnesota can now add a
new narme to its growing list
of invasive aquatic species —
starry stonewort,

The Minnesota Depart-
ment of Natural Resources
said Friday that the plant, actu-
allyanalgae,hasbeenfoundip
two connected lakes, Koronis
and Mud, near Paynesville.
Like Eurasian milfoil, it grows
into dense mats that can cover
the surface of shallow waters,
squeezingout other plantsand
creating a wall between fish
and their spawning grounds.

1t's apparently been there
for some time, too. It's grown
to cover 53 acres of a shallow
area on the southwest side 9f
Lake Koronis near a pub'hc
input site off Hwy. 55, a{xd it's
spreadinto the main basin and
into neighboring Mud Lake.
“It's really hard to see
this happening,” said Karen
Langmo, a member c.)f .the
Koronis Lake Association
whose grandfather built the
family cabin there in1927.“To
me, this Inke ic carred”
Langmo said that prop-
erty owners on the lake have
been struggling with exces-
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HOW IT GOT HERE
Starry stonewort, named for
the tiny star-shaped bulbils
on its root systern, is native
to Europe and most likely
entered the Great Lakes
watershed by ballast water
discharges from freightexs.
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Anative lake weed, Chara, is at
left, cornpared with the starry
stonewort, at right.
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sive weed growth around the
publicinput site for some time,
It finally got so bad this year
that the rotting plants beganto
smelland the Lake Association
called in the DNR.

Chip Welling, invasive spe-
cies coordinator for the DNR,
said it took a while to confirm
what the DNR feared. But it
took an expert onstarry stone-
wort to positively identify it.

Welling said the plant most
likely got into the lakes from
a boat that had picked up a
plant fragment from a lake in

another state, Given the size
of the growth, that could have
been some time ago, he said.

Langmo said it's especially
disheartening because the
Lalee Associationhas an active
inspection system for boats at
its three public access sites,
and the lakes have no other
invasive species established.
Not even milfoil.

“It chokes out Eurasian mil-
foil, which is really scary,” she
said. “And zebra mussels like
i”

Although it's on the list of
invasive species that could

show up in Minnesota, starry
stonewort “wasn’t at the top,”
‘Welling said.

So far, it appears the two
lakes are the only ones in Min-
nesotathathave been infested,
The DNR has conducted asur-
vey of other Jakes in a 10-mile
radius and found no trace of
the plant, Welling said. But it's
so well established in Koronis
and Mud that it probably can't
beremoved by pullingitoutby
hand or using herbicides,

Starry stonewort, named
for the tiny star shaped bulbils
on its root system, is widely

spread in Michigan, where it
was first discovered in Lake St.
Clair in 1986. It was found for
the first time in Wisconsin last
year in a lake near Waukesha.

A plant that is native to
Europe, and, surprisingly,
endangered in England, starry
stonewort most likely entered
the Great Lakes watershed by
ballast water discharges from
freighters.

Welling said it’s too soon
to know how it will behave in
Minnesotalakes, or how easily
it will spread. “But clearly, we
wish it wasn't here,” he said.

other unwelcome species makes itself at home in Minnesota lakes

In Michigan, where it ha
spread to some 250 lakes,
seems to like almost any cor
dition — sand or muck, sun ¢
shade — and prefers shalloy
water of 2 to 5 feet,

For Langmo, it's a bitte
lesson in boat-owner care
lessness that must change t
protect the state’s other lake

“It doesn’t take that long t
drain alive well, pull plugs an
checkfor weeds,” she said. “It
hard to understand why pec
ple don’t want to do it.”
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